
IIn late August, the Canadian Corrugated and Con-tainerboard Association (CCCA) held its third-quar-
ter Board of Directors meeting in Halifax, Nova Scotia.
Chaired by Peter Moore, Association President and
CEO of Moore Packaging, this was a welcome return
to the historic East Coast provincial capital city. In

addition to convening Board members, participants at
joint sessions and presentations included regional mill
representatives and Association members from the
Maritime provinces.
Special guest speaker for the event was Michael

Harwood, Chairman of the World Containerboard
Organization (WCO) and Deputy CEO of Pratt

Industries. In a three-hour afternoon session, his 
highly informative, audience-involving presentation
opened with a synopsis of the 2013 WCO Global
Summit in Paris followed by a detailed and timely fol-
lowup to his “State Of The Industry” presentation
made at the CCCA’s annual meeting in Toronto last

January.
Expanding on his central theme “A World

in Turmoil” Harwood described the cur-
rent industry situation worldwide as
“recovering slowly...but recovering.” He
covered in detail the global outlook for
containerboard growth, with primary
focus on North America where Canadian
developments and prospects were singled
out.
Unusual for Harwood, the tenor of his

presentation was mostly serious and factu-
al with little flair or fanfare. While bullish
on U.S. growth trends, Harwood was per-
plexed by the Canadian corrugated indus-
try showing little if any recent growth, and
quizzical as to why Canada had not been
following the U.S. upward trend during
2013.
“The past six years have not been partic-

ularly healthy for Canada’s corrugators,” he
observed, adding, “As yet, there’s no anticipation of
new box plants coming on line to match the growth
in mill capacity expected from several major Canadian
producers.”
Harwood noted that both Canada and the United

States had failed to meet optimistic forecasts prepared
in late 2012, then injected a mild upbeat note,

The White SheetOctober 28, 2013 Vol. 29, No. 43

™
An N.V. Publication 

The ONLY Weekly Publication Serving the U.S. and Canadian Corrugated and Folding Carton Industries

Harwood Addresses CCCA Board, 
Members In Halifax, Nova Scotia

by Jerry Scott Mills

Mike Harwood, WCO Chairman and Deputy CEO of Pratt Industries,
addresses a meeting of the CCCA Board of Directors and Association
members in Nova Scotia.

Copyright 2013 • NV Publications



“Although business conditions in both countries have
not met expectations, recent numbers suggest that a
much-anticipated U.S. recovery is underway but
Canada lags significantly behind the USA.”
Moving to a global overview, Harwood cited unex-

pectedly higher growth than originally anticipated in
areas including Mexico, the Caribbean and several
Latin American countries, notably Chile and Brazil,
“where there is no sign of incursion by (Returnable
Plastic Crates) RPCs.” He described the Caribbean and
Central America as “quite strong,” with sustained
growth of three to five percent continuing into 2015.
The WCO is forecasting global growth for container-

board and corrugated of 3.0 percent in 2014 and 3.5
percent in 2015, with projections about a point lower
for the United States. On the positive side, the
Canadian corrugated industry remains balanced in
terms of supply and demand, and the WCO predicts
that Canadian growth will soon catch up and match
the American business trend.
RPCs: Our Most Serious Threat
The second theme Harwood covered was the

impact of RPCs on the corrugated, converting and
containerboard industries in North America, as reflect-
ed by the following quotes from a September inter-
view:“Recyclable wax alternatives in certain applica-
tions have helped the industry defend and fight back
against RPCs where they can easily replace non-recy-
clable waxed containers. However, non-treated board,
our industry’s mainstay product, is falling to RPC
growth at an alarming rate.

“While RPCs continue to make inroads into tradition-
al fresh fruit and agricultural packaging in Europe and
North America, industry associations everywhere are
doing a better job of fighting back by pointing out the
natural advantages of corrugated: reliability, recyclabli-
ty, advertising messages and branding. And now, food
safety is coming to the fore, led by Canada. The CCCA’s
performance here is at least as good as any other indus-
try organization I have seen anywhere in the world.”

“The Canadian industry should be proud of their
dedication to sustainability, to environmental protec-
tion and, of course, to serving customer needs,”
Harwood concluded. “This industry provides a unique
and innovative product for our customers as we
endeavor to help them grow their businesses. If we can
ensure their growth, our business will grow as well.”

Freelance photojournalist Jerry Scott Mills has cov-
ered the corrugated industry for more than a decade.

© 2013 • NV Publications • www.nvpublications.com

Dale Nolden, RockTenn Containerboard Sales VP (foreground)
and surrounding group listen intently to Mike Harwood’s time-
ly commentary.
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