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Paper industry wants old 
boxes banned from landfills
by Jerry Scott Mills

Canada’s paper packaging industry wants the 
Ontario government to ban old corrugated containers 
(aka 'OCC') from being dumped in landfills. Quebec 
is already moving toward such a ban and the industry 
council wants Ontario to follow suit. Interviewed for 
The Grower, John Mullinder, executive director of the 
Paper & Paperboard Packaging Environmental 
Council (PPEC)* said, “Only the province has legal 
authority over both private and public landfills to give 
effect to a ban.” PPEC estimates that banning old 
corrugated containers from Ontario and Quebec 
landfills would reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 
as much as 85,000 tonnes per year, the equivalent of 
taking 15,000 vehicles off the road.

Projected benefits for municipalities
 A total ban on the dumping of OCC would 
significantly extend the operating life of existing 
Ontario landfills, thereby postponing the need for 
always-costly measures to establish new sites, as 
those currently in operation become filled and closed.

PPEC has estimated that Ontario and Quebec 
municipalities would achieve operational cost-savings 
of between $12 and $18 million annually from such a 
ban. “Instead of all those potentially recyclable boxes 
rotting in landfills, we'd get to use them again,” says 
Mullinder, offering the council’s rationale for the 
recommendation. “The paper packaging industry 
needs them. They're too valuable as a fibre resource 
to simply be wasted.” 

Making the case for corrugated
As previously reported in The Grower, the paper 

packaging industry relies heavily on recycled 
materials —primarily old boxes— to make high-
grade board suitable for converting into new 
containers. The national average of recycled content 
in containerboard is 82 per cent, most of which comes 
from used boxes collected at storage areas of 
supermarkets and factories. Additionally, an 
increasing portion of recyclable OCC is coming from 
Ontario Blue Box programs which boast a recovery 
rate of 87 per cent for old corrugated boxes. 

   

John Mullinder with top quality micro-flute corrugated 
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Impressive certainly, but that already-high 
recycling performance of Old Corrugated Containers 
is not enough, says John Mullinder. “Ideally we 
would like to see zero paper packaging waste going to 
landfills. If the province can help us get there, so 
much the better. We can't do it by ourselves. We need 
the province to step up, step in, and demonstrate 
leadership. From a timing viewpoint, it makes good 
sense for Ontario to harmonize with what Quebec is 
planning.”

The bottom line, according to Mullinder is: “One 
way or another, we have to put an end to landfilling 
these perfectly recoverable materials —our feedstock 
for producing new boxes— and make their recycling 
more sustainable. It’s a win-win opportunity with 
benefits for everyone. But mainly for the 
environment.”

Freelance photojournalist Jerry Scott Mills has 
covered the corrugated industry for more than a decade.


