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Canadian Mills And 
Converters
Look Back To The Future
JERRY SCOTT MILLS

Canada's association of paper packaging mills and 
converters is entering its fourth decade with an 
expanded role and a new name: The Canadian 
Corrugated & Containerboard Association.

In 1982, a group of senior management 
representatives from several of Canada's foremost 
corrugated manufacturers met to address a number of 
pertinent commonly-shared issues. Collection and 
dissemination of converting trend data topped their 
list. Out of that first informal session came the 
decision to form an arms-length organization 
(consistent with Canadian anti-trust legislation) that 
would represent member companies and support the 
industry as a whole.

Founded as the Canadian Corrugated Case 
Association (CCCA), its first Executive Director was 
Bert Sarkozy, retired division Vice President and 
General Manager of Kruger Packaging. Sarkozy soon 
proved to be the ideal choice for organizing and 
driving the new association into viable existence. In 
familiar hockey vernacular he 'stickhandled' his task 
to the goal.

Following a decade of unprecedented intra-
company cooperation marked by newly shared 
industry objectives and co-aligned strategic 
initiatives, in 1992 the Association received a 
Canadian Federal Charter, listing twelve registered 
member companies: Atlantic Packaging Products, 
Canadian Pacific Forest Products, Domtar Packaging, 
Emballages Mitchel-Lincoln, Independent Corrugator 
Inc., Kruger Inc., MacMillan Bathurst, Maritime 
Paper Products, MontCorr, Moore Packaging, 
Newfoundland Containers Ltd., Paperboard Industries 
Inc., and Standard Paper Box. 

The 'M&A' Era Of Consolidation
Echoing the 1990's global trend to mergers and 

acquisitions in virtually all manufacturing sectors, 
Domtar Packaging became Norampac and proceeded 
to acquire Standard Paper Box, Paperboard Industries, 
and Newfoundland Containers. MacMillan Bathurst 
evolved through MBI, Smurfit-MBI, and Smurfit-
Stone into what is now Rock Tenn while Canadian 
International Paper (the former Canadian Pacific 
Forest Products) had been acquired and folded into a 
predecessor of Rock Tenn.

The Canadian Corrugated Case  Association, too, 
was moving with the times. In 1992 the President of 
MacMillan Bathurst, Ted Haiplik in his role of 
Association Chairman, entered into a co-operative 
arrangement with its American counterpart, the Fibre 
Box Association (FBA) then-chaired by Ron Glick, 
Vice-President and General Manager of 
Weyerhaeuser's Containerboard Packaging Division. 
The two organizations agreed to exchange pertinent 
data and share common operational experiences, 
thereby launching a successful coalition which has 
continued through two decades.

Entering The New Millennium
In January 2001, the Association was granted a 

new Canadian Federal Charter. It recognized in law 
the set of administrative formalities which exist today 
as the defined operating and reporting procedures 
stringently adhered-to by the Board of Directors.

In June 2008 after Association membership had 
been expanded to include containerboard mills, its 
name was changed to Paper Packaging Canada, 
reflecting a wider and more inclusive arrangement. 
Paper Packaging Canada then moved to secure a 
working relationship with the American Forest and 
Paper Association (AF&PA) and a legally-appropriate 
mutual exchange of mill data was introduced. 

That new cross-border coalition made possible a 
comprehensive North American Market Report on 
Containerboard, distributed to members of both 
associations.

                         (continued...)



The CCCA
In early 2012, the Directors of Paper Packaging 

Canada approved a resolution to select a new name 
for the Association, one that would better reflect the 
expanded structure and widened industry 
representation among its members. 

On August 24th of this year, having received all 
required legal and regulatory approvals, Paper 
Packaging Canada became the Canadian Corrugated 
& Containerboard Association (CCCA).

Announcing the change, David Andrews, 
Executive Director of the new CCCA, said that the 
name had been chosen to more precisely describe the 
business areas of its member companies. “It will 
more accurately reflect the nature and scope of our 
members' manufacturing interests while supporting 
an evolving focus of the Association's mandate and 
mission,” Andrews said.

Members of the CCCA come from two industry 
groups, containerboard mills and converters. They 
represent 90 percent of Canada's mill production and 
fully 95 percent of the country's corrugator equipped 
converters.

The mill members are Atlantic Packaging, Kruger 
Packaging, Minas Basin Pulp and Paper, New Forest 
Mill, Norampac, and Rock Tenn. The converter 
members are Atlantic Packaging, Crown Packaging, 
Independent Corrugator, Kruger Packaging, 

Maritime Paper, Master Packaging, Mitchel-Lincoln, 
Moore Packaging, MontCorr, Norampac, Rock Tenn, 
and Tencorr Packaging.

At the CCCA's annual Board meeting held in 
Montreal on August 24th, a Strategic Plan was 
approved that will guide the Association's newly 
prioritized future activities.

Networking opportunities for Association members 
will be expanded via a series of themed seminars: 
specifically targeted educational seminars will focus 
on the needs of functional groups, and a new 
communications program will raise the profile of 
paper packaging projects as one of economy, 
functionality and availability, with environmental 
superiority over virtually all packaging alternatives.

Freelance photojournalist Jerry Scott Mills has  
covered the corrugated industry for more than a  
decade.
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